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2020-21 ENG 7-8 Course Outline  

Welcome to Senior English! Our twelfth grade English curriculum connects and synthesizes the 
skills and ideas introduced in previous grade levels. We will explore and apply modern critical 
theory by looking beyond the themes in an individual text and appreciating the text as a 
reflection of a larger movement or school of thought. Our studies will present opportunities to 
explore contemporary and controversial issues surrounding power, personal philosophy, 
sexuality, and mortality. It is my goal for students to graduate high school with the confidence 
and skills necessary to communicate effectively and engage in the intellectual discourse of the 
college classroom and beyond.  

This year will be different for all of us, and I will do my best to transition from distance learning to 
the traditional classroom (and back again, if necessary!).  I am open to suggestions as we 
progress through the year together, so if you have an idea about the format of the class that 
would improve our experience, I hope you will tell me.  

Expectations/Policies  

1. Be on time. When we are at school, class starts when the bell rings. When we are distance                   
learning, it begins on schedule. Your school supplies do not count as a physical extension of                
your being, so dropping off your backpack a minute before the class starts and then immediately                
leaving for the bathroom or to get a drink of water counts as a tardy. When we are distance                   
learning, you need to be in the virtual meeting room with your camera turned on. 

2. Be present in class. Much of the work done in class is either difficult or impossible to make 
up outside of class, so your attendance is crucial to your success. THIS MEANS THAT NOT ALL 
OF THE WORK YOU MISS WHILE ABSENT CAN BE MADE UP!  If you miss an assignment or 
experience, you will have the opportunity to make up credit with another task that can be done 
independently.  Being present in class also means paying attention.  Whether class is held 
virtually or in person, you should be entirely focused on the experience.  

3. Come to class prepared. Your Chromebook should be charged!  If you are in a noisy 
environment, I recommend using headphones during our online class meetings. When on 
campus and engaged in in-person learning, I ask for many in-class assignments to be written in 
dark ink (any color but red), so once we are back in the classroom, don’t be caught without a 



pen.  A separate English binder, while not mandatory, is recommended. We will revisit many 
themes and lessons over the course of the year, so I expect you have immediate access to all 
the work you have done in the class. Digital work (whether done during distance learning or in a 
standard classroom environment) should be kept in your English Google Drive folder.  Do not 
throw away any assignments!  Once June rolls around, what you do with your work is your 
concern, but until then, keep everything.  

4. Be respectful to all members of the class. All students must feel comfortable and safe in the 
classroom. I know my students have relationships that both predate and extend beyond this 
class, but those dynamics should not play out in my classroom. Use this opportunity as a fresh 
start, a chance to get to know your peers all over again! 

Please do not post photos, videos, or materials from class online without permission. Not 
everyone in the room wants their classroom experiences to be public, and I want to make sure 
that we all feel safe to share ideas and intellectually experiment without fear of our work being 
ridiculed or taken out of context. I know our lives are on display most of the time--especially in 
the era of distance learning!--but I would like our class to be an exception. This is an issue of 
trust and respect, and I feel very strongly about it. When I plan to post anything about your class 
online, I will be sure to tell you in advance so that you can address any concerns or questions. 

5. Stow all distracting toys and electronic devices in backpacks--out of sight and 
inaccessible--during class time. Remember: if I see it, I will take it, and you will have to go to 
the office to retrieve it after the school day ends.  When we are in a post-pandemic environment, I 
will collect phones/digital devices at the beginning of class. In a virtual classroom, I ask that you 
close any windows or tabs on your Chromebook that may distract you, and that you do not have 
any other digital device at your fingertips.  If I make any exceptions to this rule, I will be sure to 
explicitly tell you!  

6. Abide by the PHS Academic Integrity Policy. Please be sure you have read and 
understand the policy, as it is detailed in the PHS Parent and Student Handbook. Plagiarism in 
any form will not be tolerated. Incidents of cheating or plagiarism result in a zero grade, the 
subtraction of the highest possible points for that assignment from your cumulative class points, 
detentions, and a call home. We will review the policy and examples of academic dishonesty in 
class, but if you still feel unsure of the meaning or specifics of "plagiarism" or the PHS policy, 
please see me BEFORE you submit any questionable work.  

 
7. Turn in your work on time.  Students are responsible for all make-up work after an excused 
absence. Make-up work will not be discussed during class time, and, in the case of an unexcused 



absence, will not be accepted. Late work is not accepted for daily assignments and homework. 
There is no reason to be unprepared for class, as all reading schedules, assignments and 
due dates are posted on Schoology. Being responsible and up-to-date with your homework is 
very important because our day's work is often based upon the reading or other homework 
assigned during the previous class. I won’t accept late in-class assignments or homework that is 
due the next class meeting.  I will not extend reading assignments, so plan accordingly.  Major 
assignments will be accepted late with a 10% point deduction penalty per day, whether class 
meets on that day or not. Computer problems are not an acceptable excuse for late work. 
You are responsible for arranging in advance any work you may miss during a planned absence. 
If you have IEP or 504 accommodations, you are expected to make necessary arrangements in 
advance. If you have any questions about this policy, talk to me!  

8.  Exercise personal responsibility and self-sufficiency.  I maintain my own 
website—msfostersclass.com—and recommend you bookmark it on your Chromebook. Notes, 
helpful links, assignment details, extra credit opportunities, and other information will be available 
on my site. All your assignments and their due dates will be on Schoology.  Use these tools to 
stay informed!  If you are out sick, I expect you to check Schoology and catch up on missing 
work/reading BEFORE returning to class so that you don’t fall behind.  “I didn’t know we had to 
do that because I was absent” is not an acceptable excuse for coming to class unprepared. 

I am happy to communicate through email when you are unable to speak with me in person or 
attend virtual tutorial, and I will do my best to respond to your messages by the end of each 
workday; however, I will not be routinely checking my email from home or late at night. If you 
have a question about something we did in class, check Schoology and msfostersclass.com 
BEFORE you contact me.  Be advised that sending me a question about an assignment the night 
before it is due may not be seen in time to help you and will not serve as an excuse for 
missing or poorly done work. If you have sent me an email, check to see if I have responded 
before asking me, “Did you get my email?”  

This year, I anticipate using web tools such as FlipGrid, turnitin.com, EdPuzzle, Kahoot, 
etcetera. Links and any information you must know to access these tools are available on 
Schoology.  

Grades will be regularly posted and can be accessed through Schoology. I do not bump 
grades, so please do not ask.  I do, however, offer extra credit throughout the year, so pay 
attention and take advantage of the opportunities when they arise!  

9. Be prepared to read and discuss complex, intellectual texts.  We do not read works 



written for children in a high school English class, which means that mature, sophisticated 
material is interwoven throughout the curriculum.  I expect my students to behave respectfully 
and maturely when we encounter such themes and ideas.  

In addition to our reading, I will occasionally show films and/or film clips in class to 
supplement our learning. Some of these films are rated R. I am careful to choose films and 
film clips that aren’t gratuitously violent or sexual. Nevertheless, I understand that some 
students—or their guardians—may feel uncomfortable with such material.  Be assured that I 
never show movies “just for fun”; any film I show has been pre-screened and is relevant to the 
curriculum. I will send an email to students and guardians with more details and instructions 
for those who would rather opt out of this part of the class experience. 

 


